
St. Benjamin’s Lutheran Church
Westminster, Maryland
Congregational Council Meeting
February 14, 2019

Present at the meeting: Pete Comings, Jeff Davis, Lore Eiwen, Peggy Green, Marshall Jose, Sharon
Ruiz, Celene Steckel, Mark Woods, and Pastor David.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Jeff. Devotions and snacks were presented by Pas-
tor David.

The minutes of the January 10 council meeting were approved on a motion by Peggy and a second
by Marshall.

Jeff provided the Treasurer’s report (see attached). Jeff noted that the previous week saw donation
of an additional $2,500 toward the new kitchen stove, over-and-above the $5,000 previously do-
nated toward the stove; he announced his intention to add it to the Kitchen line item, and there
was no objection. The report was accepted on a motion from Lore and a second from Sharon.

The Endowment report  (see attached)  was approved on a motion by Peggy and a second by
Sharon.

Pastor David delivered his Pastor’s Report (see attached), which was accepted on a motion from
Sharon and a second from Peggy.

Ministry Reports:
• Education: Celene said she and Heidi Eiwen are registered for an upcoming VBS training

session.
• LEAD: Pete said that a LEAD retreat will be held on 2/16.
• Facility:

◦ Jeff mentioned that he and John Schiller stripped the farm wagon, prior to its being
towed to a PA firm which specializes in wagon renovations.

◦ Jeff said the new stoves are installed and ready to use.
◦ Jeff previously mentioned that a fiber cable had been recently run to the church, but no

connection had been made at the time due to entanglements with the church’s existing
internet service through QIS. The fiber provider, Ting, provided Jeff with a bewildering
rate scale which seemed to view the church as a business. Jeff said he would attempt
further negotiations with Ting. Peggy moved that, if Jeff obtains a service plan at a rea-
sonable rate, he should proceed with a switchover; on a second from Mark, the motion
passed.

◦ Sewer update: Jeff said he’s been able to get four contractors to visit the church, but
has only gotten one estimate back so far.

• Finance: Jeff said there is an increasingly urgent need to complete an audit of the church’s
finances, per the church Constitution’s requirements. He said, for right now, we should se-
lect someone to lead the effort.

Old Business:
• Capital Campaign: The committee met 2 weeks ago. Estimates on the renovation work con-

tinue to arrive.
• Staff Evaluations: It was decided that a select group, led by Celene, should meet on 3/12.

New Business:
• Building use requests

◦ Meadowcreek HOA seeks to use the fellowship hall on 3/18 for a budget meeting at 7:00
PM. On a motion from Celene and a second by Peggy, the request was approved.
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◦ Meals on Wheels seeks to use the fellowship hall for a half-hour at 10 AM on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays to conduct prepared-food distribution to the volunteers. On a
motion from Lore and a second from Pete, the request was approved.

At 8:28 PM, the meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Marshall Jose, Secretary
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