
St. Benjamin’s Lutheran Church
Westminster, Maryland
Congregational Council Meeting
April 11, 2019

Present at the meeting: Pete Comings, Jeff Davis,,  Peggy Green, Marshall  Jose, Celene Steckel,
Mark Woods, and Pastor David. Lore Eiwen and Sharon Ruiz were excused due to previous obliga-
tions.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Jeff. Devotions and snacks were presented by Pete.

The minutes of the March 14 council meeting were approved on a motion by Mark and a second by
Peggy.

Jeff provided the Treasurer’s report (see attached). The report was accepted on a motion from Mar-
shall and a second from Celene.

The Endowment report (see attached) was approved on a motion by Peggy and a second by Ce-
lene.

Pastor David delivered his Pastor’s Report (see attached), which was accepted on a motion from
Marshall and a second from Peggy.

Ministry Reports:
• Education – VBS: Celene reported that she and Heidi Eiwen attended a Fun Shop Training

presentation in Frederick at Calvary UMC, where they acquired a wealth of ideas for this
year.

• Fundraising: Peggy said that the renovated wagon will be in the Memorial Day Parade. Also,
the Apple Festival planning is proceeding well and all signs are positive.

• LEAD: Pete noted that the recent Sunday visit by New Life for Girls was quite successful.
Work continues on a brochure for mailing to our neighbors.

• Facilities:
◦ Jeff said that he’ll be installing the new playground equipment this weekend.
◦ He also reported that the Westminster government is in the process of computing the

sewer hook-up fee, which will be billed directly to the state health department (and paid
out of the $20,000 grant money already allocated).

• Emergency Preparedness: Jeff said he was tipped off by Sherri Haines that there are Federal
funds available through the Nonprofit Security Grant Program (NSGP), administered out of
FEMA, which can be applied for to help cover the cost of security upgrades. Celene agreed
to review any application Jeff might try to write.

Old Business:
• Capital Campaign: No progress until after Easter
• Staff Evaluations: Celene said good progress has been made, and she expects that meet-

ings involving staff and the related ministries should commence by mid-May.
• Annual meeting agenda:

◦ Approve the annual report
◦ Jeff has elected to convene a separate congregational meeting, immediately after the

annual meeting, to briefly explain the sewer connection circumstances the church is
facing.

• Pastor David submitted language for a St. Ben’s church award (see attached). It was de-
cided to set June 1 as the recommendation submission deadline. On a motion by Marshall
and a second by Peggy, the language was adopted.
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New Business:
• Cemetery caretaker replacement:  Long-time cemetery caretaker Tom Tracy has sold his

business, and the new caretaker is now Matt Black.
• The church has been approached by a local resident who wishes to store his boat on the

sexton house property which adjoins his lot, since his HOA forbids him from parking it on
his lawn. After some discussion, it was decided to decline the request, since there really
was not enough church property upon which the boat could be unambiguously parked.

• Building use requests
◦ The District 9 AA’s meeting, already approved for April 27, needs to be rescheduled to

June 1. This was approved after a motion from Marshall and a second from Peggy.
◦ The Bolton Hill HOA board seeks to use the social hall, at 6:30 PM, on the following

dates: May 13, July 8, September 9, October 14, and November 11. This was approved
after a motion from Mark and a second from Peggy.

◦ AA Men’s group seeks use of a suitable room, once a month, on Mondays. This was ap-
proved after a motion from Peggy and a second from Marshall.

◦ Josh King seeks the social hall, June 9 afternoon, for his Eagle Scout celebration. This
was approved after a motion from Marshall and a second from Celene.

• Jeff noted that Meals on Wheels has successfully moved its operation to St. Ben’s.

At 8:20 PM, the meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Marshall Jose, Secretary
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